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NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING 

 
 
To: Cr Leslie Hotz (Mayor) 

Cr Robert Radel (Deputy Mayor/Division 6) 
Cr Melinda Jones (Division 1) 
Cr Kingsley Mesner (Division 2) 
Cr Susan Payne (Division 3) 
Cr Dael Giddins (Division 4) 
Cr Michael Dingle (Division 5) 

 

 

Please be advised that the Special Meeting of the North Burnett Regional Council will be held at 
the Gayndah Boardroom on Wednesday, 5 April 2023 commencing at 8:30am. 

An agenda is attached for your information. 

 

 

Margot Stork 
Chief Executive Officer 
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1 WELCOME/HOUSEKEEPING 

2 ATTENDEES 

3 APOLOGIES/LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

4 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

5 DEPUTATIONS/PETITIONS 

As this is a Special Meeting of Council, there are nil deputations for this meeting.  

Council will make time available at each General Meeting for public questions/ 
representations  

Meetings proceed in accordance with the Standing Orders Model Meeting Procedures 

PRO-5005, which is a Departmental directive outlining the procedures for meetings of 
local government. 

6 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

The Mayor to call for any declarations of interest. 

https://northburnett.qld.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/PRO-5005-Standing-Orders-Model-Meeting-Procedures-1.pdf
https://northburnett.qld.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/PRO-5005-Standing-Orders-Model-Meeting-Procedures-1.pdf


Special Meeting Agenda 5 April 2023 

Item 7.1 Page 6 

7 OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

7.1 2021-2022 ANNUAL REPORT 

Doc Id: 1142598 

Author: Owen Jensen, Financial Services Manager  

Authoriser: Margot Stork, Chief Executive Officer  

Attachments: 1. NBRC 2021-2022 Annual Report FINAL []    
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to present to Council the 2021-2022 Annual Report for adoption. 

CORPORATE PLAN 

OUR VISION: A prosperous future for generations built on a solid foundation of customer focused, 

efficient and effective service delivery.  

OUR PRIORITY AREAS: 

1. Essential Service Delivery – Getting the basics right 

OFFICERS RECOMMENDATION 

That pursuant to section 182 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 QLD, Council adopts the 

2021-2022 Annual Report. 

REPORT 

An annual report is a Queensland Local Government Act 2009 and Queensland Local Government 

Regulation 2012 mandatory obligation.  The document has been collated in keeping with statutory 

provisions and reflects activities undertaken during the 2021-2022 financial year. 

Council’s annual report is a key accountability document and the predominant way for Council to 

provide a coherent report related to operational performance and financial status.  The annual 
report supports transparency, fostering community confidence in Council’s service delivery and 

demonstrates continuous improvement endeavours across the organisation.  

Council’s annual report illustrates how Council performed against strategic objectives and 
highlights efforts towards fulfilling Corporate Plan goals. The annual report incorporates a range of 

local government indicators including financial statements. 

This publication outlines the key highlights and provides details on the projects delivered. These 
include: 

• Consolidation of Information Management with Information and Communications 
Technology; 

• Introduction of Skytrust electronic Work Health and Safety software system; 

• Eidsvold streetscape upgrade; 

• Regional airport fencing upgrades; 

• Installation of upgraded playground equipment, water fountains, fencing and pathways in 
Biggenden, Gayndah, Mundubbera, Eidsvold and Monto to comply with all abilities 

Australian Standards; and 

• Monto reservoir valve and pipework renewal. 
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Councils Annual Report has been the subject of two separate reports to Council on 23 November 
2022 and 14 December 2022 respectively. Council resolutions concerning the Annual Report were 

as follows: 

Resolution 2022/167 (23 November 2022) 

That pursuant to section 182 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 QLD, Council adopts the 

2021-2022 annual report.  

 

Resolution 2022-180 (14 December 2022) 

That Council receives and notes the final 2021-2022 Annual Report.   

 
Whilst the Annual Report has been before Council twice, it was presented each time without final 
audited financial statements as the process for final sign off by the Queensland Audit Office (QAO) 
was delayed. Sign off by the QAO has now been achieved and the Annual Report as attached is 
complete with the community financial report and the financial statements for North Burnett 
Regional Council for the year ended 30 June 2022. 

The annual report will be made available for the community shortly after adoption, with copies 
available digitally on Council’s website, as well as upon request, at all Customer Service and 

Library Centre points. 

Included in the annual report is the community financial report and the financial statements for 
North Burnett Regional Council for the year ended 30 June 2022. The results of the audit of North 

Burnett Regional Council’s financial statements will be included in the auditors Local Government 
2022 report to parliament. This report will also include comments on performance and 

sustainability matters, significant internal control issues, major transactions and events, and the 
overall results of the Local Government sector. This report is prepared in accordance with the 
Auditor-General Act 2009. Council received an unmodified audit opinion for the financial 
statements for the year ended 30 June 2022.  

Council has achieved an improved net result of $2,840,923 in 2021-2022, as compared to a deficit 

of ($8,355,333) in 2020-2021. These results include grant and contributions provided for capital 
purposes. A surplus is used to fund capital expenditure and build up reserves for Council’s assets 
to be renewed in accordance with Council’s asset management plans. 

After considering grants and contributions provided for capital purposes, Council posted a reduced 
operating deficit of ($5,438,059) in 2021-2022 as compared to an operating deficit of ($11,375,449) 

in 2020-2021. 

Council’s operational income in 2021-2022 was $45.978million. Grant income represented 37% of 

total income, with the remaining 63% of the operating income classed as own sourced revenue. 
Total rates and charges levied (less discount) totalled $18.463million. This equates to 40% of 
Council’s operating income. Interest and investment revenue decreased in 2022 due to the lower 
interest rate environment. Council spent $36.115million during the year on employee costs, 
materials and services. These items represent costs related to providing services, operating 
facilities and maintaining assets. Depreciation expenditure reduced slightly to $14.952million, and 
this records the consumption of assets controlled by Council over their useful lives and provides an 
indication of what the level of expenditure on renewal of existing assets is required annually. 
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The following table summarises the reasons for the movement for respective items of the 
statement of comprehensive income: 

 

Council’s total equity decreased to $923,091,759 (2022) from $ 1,088,627,305 (2021). This 
decrease was predominantly due to a full comprehensive valuation completed for Council’s roads, 

drainage, and bridge network which resulted as a revaluation decrease of $178.58million. Council 
had an increase in cash reserves of $6,648,243 being an increase of 29%. This was due to 
Council’s capital and operating works spend in the current year being matched by grant funding 

resulting in a cash surplus being generated.  
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The following table summarises the reasons for the movement for the respective items of the 
statement of financial position: 

 

The following is an assessment of Council’s financial sustainability, based on the three (3) ratios 
that Councils are required to report under the local government regulations. Whilst there was an 
improved net result for the year ended 30 June 2022, the assessment of North Burnett Regional 

Council financial sustainability risk is still high. 
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1. Operating Surplus Ratio 

 

The operating surplus ratio measures the 
extent to which revenues raised (to cover 
operating expenses) are available for 
capital funding and other purposes. 

 

 

 
North Burnett Regional Council’s 5-year average operating ratio is (19.19%) which is outside the 
target range of 0 - 10% The average operating surplus ratio indicates that Council needs to 
consider increasing its own revenue source and reduce its expenditure to achieve the target. This 
could include considering the services Council provides or the levels at which they are provided. 
There was an improvement from (31.80%) in 2021 to (11.83%) in 2022. 

2. Net Financial Liabilities Ratio  

 

The net financial liabilities ratio measures 

the extent to which net financial liabilities 
can be serviced by operating revenues 
and is a short-term liquidity measure. The 
ratio determines how well placed we are to 
pay our liabilities from current operating 
revenue. 

 

 
North Burnett Regional Council’s net financial liabilities ratio as at 30 June 2022 is (29.45%). This 
is within the target range of not greater than 60%. Council has consistently trended above the 
segment average of (35.50%). If Council intends to obtain debt funding for future capital projects, 

its negative operating surplus ratio suggests Council may experience difficulty in repaying this 
debt.  

3. Asset Sustainability Ratio  

 

The asset sustainability ratio is an 
approximation of the extent to which the 

property, plant and equipment (PPE) 

assets that we manage are being 
replaced as they reach the end of their 
useful lives. 
 

 

 
North Burnett Regional Council’s 5-year average asset sustainability ratio is 98.16%. This is within 

the target range of greater than 90%. The 2022 financial year sustainability ratio of 102.65% 
indicates that Council has monitored its assets in line with its asset management plans and has 
adequately replaced its assets as they near the end of their useful lives.  
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During the current year, a prior period error had been identified which resulted in the reinstatement 
of the 2021 financial year comparatives. The reinstatement improves North Burnett Regional 
Council's net asset position and net results reported in the 2021 financial year, The prior period 
error related to the recognition of capital grants, subsidies, contributions, and donations with an 
improvement to the net result by $352,664 in 2021 and an improvement to net assets by $534,049. 
The above error had an impact on the Statement of Financial Position as at 1 July 2020 to the 
value of $181,385. 

CONSULTATION 

An all of Council approach was undertaken to collate information and prepare content for the 2021-
2022 Annual Report.   

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Reputation / Political 

Council has a mandatory statutory obligation in the context of the Queensland Local Government 
Act 2012 and Queensland Local Government Regulation 2012.  A local government must prepare 
an annual report for each financial year.  The Annual Report needs to be adopted within one month 
after the day the Auditor-General gives their audit report about Council’s financial statements for 
the financial year.  The Auditor-General provided their report to Council on 16 March 2023. 

Occupational Health & Safety (WHS) 

Not applicable. 

Financial Impact 

The annual report document is prepared as a part of routine corporate and community operational 
pursuits.  There is a small graphic design cost to professional present the document and costs 

associated with preparing audited financial statements.   

Legal & Regulatory 

In developing this report to Council, the subject matter has been considered in accordance with the 
requirements of the Human Rights Act 2019. It is considered that the subject matter does not 

conflict with any human rights issues.  The annual report is also in keeping with requirements of 
the Queensland Local Government Regulation 2012. 

Environmental 

Not applicable. 

Property & Infrastructure 

Not applicable. 

Human Resources 

Council staff undertake data collection, preparation of imagery and written commentary related to 
service provision as a part of routine activity reporting.     

Information Communications Technology 

Not applicable. 

Service Delivery 

Not applicable. 

Climate 

Not applicable. 
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KEY MESSAGE 

The annual report is an important document which highlights what Council initiatives have been 
pursued and achieved on behalf of our communities, during the 2021-2022 financial year. We 
encourage our community to read the Annual Report to see all the things that Council achieved 
over the past financial year. 
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8 CLOSURE OF MEETING 


